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For help, please call (651) 224-8011 or e-mail grantapplication@oyh.org.

Introduction

Since 1996, Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless (OYH) has made a portion of its funding available for education-related needs of children and youth without permanent homes.

Please be advised that beginning with grant applications for the 2010-2011 school year, the Education Committee may move to a competitive grant award process based on the merit of grant proposals rather than awarding a percentage of each request to all applying agencies.  

Eligible Applicants

Only Minnesota homeless shelters, transitional housing programs, and supportive housing agencies serving homeless children are eligible to apply for funding.  Agencies that serve more than one service site must submit a complete application for each site.

Eligible Activities

This funding is available only for purposes that will assist the children and youth in their educational pursuits.  Due to Open Your Heart’s limited funding, the Education Fund Committee has compiled some examples of items which are eligible to request:

· School supplies (notebooks, pens, pencils, rulers, markers, scissors, calculators, etc.)

· Backpacks

· School photos

· School activity fees and lab fees

· School uniforms

· Gym uniforms and athletic shoes

· Instrument rental fees or music lesson costs

· Driver’s education fees/birth certificate fees

· Graduation cap and gown rental

· Summer school fees and activities

· Software that supports educational endeavors

· Outerwear, such as jackets, snow boots, etc.

· Tutoring materials

· GED fees and college entrance exam fees
Ineligible Activities

The committee has also included a few examples of items that are not eligible for funding:

· Transportation costs

· Graduation announcements and graduation gifts

· Prom attire and flowers for dances

· Agency sponsored after school activities

Review Process

The Education Committee reviews applications and makes recommendations to the Board of Directors.  Only complete applications e-mailed and postmarked by April 15, 2010 will be reviewed by the committee.  Applicants are not allowed to make personal presentations.  

The committee uses the following criteria to review applications:

· eligibility of agency
· compatibility of funding request with mission and goals of OYH

· cost effectiveness

· completeness of application

The OYH Board of Directors considers the Education Committee’s recommendations and makes the final decision on each complete application.  The Board reserves the right to reject any application or portion thereof.  Check the OYH website in July 2010 for the complete list of newly approved education grants.  All education grant checks will be distributed in the fall.
Closing Your Grant

Your agency agrees to follow OYH requirements for closing out its grant by signing the Education Grant Agreement.  Directions for closing out your grant are spelled out in the Affidavit of Education Grant Expenditure Compliance.  This form is mailed to your agency upon grant approval.  Should the form be misplaced, it is also available on the OYH website under “Grant Programs” in “Application Information.”  By completing this form, your agency is assuring OYH that your organization has spent the grant funds in accordance with your original request.  The form also states that your agency is required to return any unspent funds.  The form must be remitted to OYH by the date indicated on the form in order for your agency to be in compliance with OYH grant requirements.  If your agency does not remit the form, this may jeopardize the agency’s eligibility for future funding from OYH.

Application Instructions & Submission

The application form can be downloaded as a Word file on the OYH website at www.oyh.org in the “Grant Programs” section.  The application form itself should be filled in and e-mailed to grantapplication@oyh.org, and the attachments should be mailed in separately.  If you are not able to fill in the application electronically and e-mail it to our office, please call our office at (651) 224-8011.  A complete application must include the following items:

Application Form:


____ 1 e-mailed application form: Complete all parts and e-mail to grantapplication@oyh.org.

Attachments:

____ 1 hard copy of the completed application form

____ 1 hard copy of the signed Education Grant Agreement (available on the OYH website)

____ 2 hard copies of IRS Determination Letter: Please make sure that you send two copies of your agency’s entire 501(c)(3) (even if longer than one page).

____ 1 hard copy of the Affidavit of Compliance (available on the OYH website).  This form requires two signatures from your agency.  
Mail attachments to:
Attn: Education Grant Application


Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless


Suite 110, Metro Square Building


121 East 7th Place


St. Paul, MN  55101-0706

Please note: Incomplete grant applications will not be considered.  If you are unsure of how to complete any part of this application, our staff would be glad to assist you.  Please call (651) 224-8011 or e-mail grantapplication@oyh.org.  
Retain a copy of your application for your records.

Education Grant Guidelines
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