
For help, please call (651) 224-8011 or email grantapplication@oyh.org.

Introduction

Since 1996, Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless (OYH) has made a portion of its funding available for education-related needs of children and youth without permanent homes.  The purpose of this program is to remove barriers for homeless youth to participate in school and to improve student academic success.  This is a competitive grant program based on the criteria listed below.
In addition to education grants, OYH has an application process for structural improvements, equipment for food and shelter providers, and outreach services to the hungry and homeless.  Visit our website to learn more about the General Grants Program.  
Eligible Applicants

Only Minnesota homeless shelters, transitional housing programs, supportive housing agencies, and school districts with an active Title I Homeless Youth Program are eligible to apply for funding.  Agencies with multiple service sites should submit only one application for all sites.
OYH typically awards education grants of no more than $10,000 for each agency in a school year. (General grants are considered under a separate review process and do not count toward this limit.)
In 2011, OYH awarded $135,025 in education grants to 36 agencies in Minnesota.  The average education grant awarded in 2011 was $3,498 and the range was from $415 to $10,000.
Eligible Activities

This funding is available only for purposes that will assist youth in their educational pursuits.  An itemized list of how the funds will be used and the impact of each item will be required.
Ineligible Activities

Ineligible activities include things such as: operating costs, salaries, employee benefits, transportation costs and agency-sponsored after-school activities (aside from tutoring and other academic programs).
Review Process

The Grant Review Committee reviews applications and makes recommendations to the Board of Directors.  Only complete applications emailed and postmarked by April 16, 2012 will be reviewed by the committee.  Applicants are not allowed to make personal presentations.  

The committee uses the following criteria to review applications:

· Eligibility of agency
· Compatibility of funding request with mission and goals of OYH

· Need and impact of funding

· Outcome objectives relative to improving student academic success
· Cost effectiveness

· The degree to which other funding resources have been utilized or sought

· Completeness of application

The OYH Board of Directors considers the Grant Review Committee’s recommendations and makes the final decision on each complete application.  The Board reserves the right to reject any application or portion thereof.  
Check the OYH website in late June for the complete list of newly approved education grants.  Grant checks will be distributed in July and August 2012.  Agencies that have previously received Education Grant funding from OYH must complete the grant closure requirements for all prior grants before receiving additional funding.
Closing Your Grant

Your agency agrees to follow OYH requirements for closing out its grant by signing the Education Grant Agreement.  Directions for closing out your grant are spelled out in the Affidavit of Education Grant Expenditure Compliance.  This form is mailed to your agency upon grant approval.  Should the form be misplaced, it is also available on the OYH website.  By completing this form, your agency is assuring OYH that your organization has spent the grant funds in accordance with your original request.  The form also states that your agency is required to return any unspent funds.  The form must be remitted to OYH by the date indicated on the form in order for your agency to be in compliance with OYH grant requirements.  If your agency does not remit the form, this may jeopardize the agency’s eligibility for future funding from OYH.

Application Instructions & Submission

The application form can be downloaded as a Word file on the OYH website.  The application form itself should be filled in and emailed to grantapplication@oyh.org, and the attachments should be mailed in separately.  If you are not able to fill in the application electronically and email it to our office, please call our office at (651) 224-8011.  Our staff will be happy to assist you with any questions you may have about this application. 

A complete application must include the following items:

Application Form:


____ 1 emailed application form: Complete all parts and email to grantapplication@oyh.org.

Attachments:

____ 1 hard copy of the completed application form

____ 1 hard copy of the signed Education Grant Agreement (available on the OYH website)

____ 2 hard copies of IRS Determination Letter: Please make sure that you send two copies of your agency’s entire 501(c)(3) (even if longer than one page).

____ 1 hard copy of your agency’s State Attorney General’s Letter for your most recent fiscal year: Your agency’s most recent Attorney General’s Letter indicating that the annual report has been filed and is in good standing.  (Note: this is not the same as the Minnesota Secretary of State’s Certificate of Nonprofit Status.  For more information please visit: http://www.ag.state.mn.us/Charities/CharityForms.asp.) 
____ 1 hard copy of the Affidavit of Compliance (available on the OYH website).  This form requires two signatures from your agency.  
Mail attachments to:
Attn: Education Grant Application


Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless


Suite 110, Metro Square Building


121 East 7th Place


St. Paul, MN  55101-0706

Completed applications and attachments must be emailed and postmarked by April 16, 2012.  

Incomplete grant applications will not be considered.  

Retain a copy of your application for your records.

Education Grant Guidelines
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